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A Corrector Result for the Homogenization of a
Class of Nonlinear PDE 1n Perforated Domains

Bituin Cabarrubias

Abstract—This paper is devoted to the corrector of the
homogenization of a quasilinear elliptic problem with oscillating
coefficients in a periodically perforated domain. A nonlinear
Robin condition is prescribed on the boundary of the holes,
which depends on a real parameter v > 1. We suppose that the
data satisfy some suitable assumptions to ensure the existence
and uniqueness of a weak solution of the problem. The periodic
unfolding method is used to prove the result.

Index Terms—correctors, homogenization, nonlinear, unfold-
ing method, quasilinear.

I. INTRODUCTION

N this paper, we study the corrector of the homoge-

nization of a quasilinear elliptic problem with oscillating
coefficients posed in a periodically perforated domain. We
assume that the holes are of the same size as the period and
on the boundary of the holes, we prescribe a nonlinear Robin
condition, which depend on a real parameter v > 1. Some
suitable growth conditions are also assumed on the nonlinear
boundary term while a weaker than a Lipschitz condition
is prescribed on the quasilinear term. The assumptions used
here are the same as those considered in [9] and [16] (see also
[4]) for the existence and uniqueness of the weak solution
of the problem to hold.

The physical motivation is that, in several composites the
thermal conductivity depends in a nonlinear way from the
temperature itself like the case of a glass or wood, where the
conductivity is nonlinearly increasing with the temperature,
as well as ceramics, where it is decreasing, or aluminium
and semi-conductors, where the dependence is not even
monotone (see [1], [2] and [23] for details). On the other
hand, nonlinear Robin conditions appear in several physical
situations like in some chemical reactions (see for instance
[17]) or climatization (see [24]).

To prove the main result in this work, we apply the Peri-
odic Unfolding Method (PUM), a method of homogenization
recently formed for the periodic case. It was first introduced
in [11] for fixed domains (see also [12] for a general setting
and detailed proofs and [20] for more simple approach),
extended to perforated domains in [14] (see also [15] for
complete proofs and [16] for more applications), to more
general situations and comprehensive presentation in [10]
and to time-dependent functions in [22]. Some nice proper-
ties of this method are: it only deals with the classical notion
of convergences in LP-spaces; any function in the perforated
domain is mapped to the unfolded function in a fixed domain;
and one do not need any extensions operators anymore when
dealing with nonhomogeneous boundary conditions, like the
case in this work.
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The correctors for the homogenizations of a class of linear
elliptic problem in a periodically perforated domain when
the oscillating matrix field depends on a weakly converging
sequence, a linear elliptic problem with Dirichlet condition
in a fixed domain and a linear elliptic problem with Robin
boundary conditions in a perforated domain have been done
in [8], [12] and [15], respectively, via PUM. Some corrector
results were also obtained by applying mainly some lemmas,
for composites with imperfect interface in [21] (see also
the references therein). One can also refer to [18] for a
corrector result for H-converging parabolic problems with
time-dependent coefficients via Tartar’s oscillating test func-
tions. The reader can also see [6] and the references therein,
for the corrector of some wave equation with discontinuous
coefficients in time. For the correctors for linear Dirichlet
problems with simultaneously varying operators and domains
obtained by using some special test function depending on
the varying matrices and domains, see [19]. The reader is also
referred to [3] and the references therein, for the correctors
for the homogenizations of the wave and heat equations and
to [7] for a corrector result for the wave equation with high
oscillating periodic coefficients.

Let us also mention here, that the existence and uniqueness
of a solution of the problem as well as the homogenization
were already studied in [4] and [5], respectively.

This paper is organized as follows: Section 2 gives the
geometric setting of the problem as well as the assumptions
on the data to ensure existence and uniqueness of the weak
solution of our problem; Section 3 contains a short discussion
on PUM together with the operators and the corresponding
properties that we need to prove the main result; homoge-
nization results for the problem obtained in [5], for which the
corrector result is based, are also recalled in Section 4; and
the main results for this paper, which completes the study of
the asymptotic bahavior in [5], are presented in Section 5.

II. SETTING OF THE PROBLEM

Let us recall the geometric framework for the perforated
domain (see e.g. [14]).

Let b = (by,bs,...,by) be a basis of RV (the set of
reference periods) and Y a subset of RY such that,
N
RY = > (Y +) kb | => (Y +9),
kezN J=1 ceG
where

N
i=1

and
E.={€G, e(£+Y)CQ}.
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N
For z € RN, we let [z]y = Z k;bj, be the unique integer
j=1

combination of periods such that z — [z]y is in Y, and

{2}y =2~ [y

That is,
z={z}y + 2y, zeRN.

[zly

Y Z}y

Fig. 1. The numbers {z}, and [z]y .

The set Y = (0,1)" is called the reference cell, that is,

N
Y = {yGRNW:Zyibiy(yl»“-ayN) EY}~

i=1

Let {e} be a positive sequence converging to zero and for
each positive ¢, one can write

==(eh+ )

for all x € RV,

Denote a bounded open set on RY by Q. Let also S, a
compact subset of Y, be the reference hole and suppose that
S has a Lipschitz continuous boundary with a finite number
of connected components. Let us also define Y* = Y\ S the
perforated reference cell.

The perforated domain 2 is then given by

Q=Q\ S., where S, = U g€+ 9).
el

As introduced in [10] (see also [12]), we set

-~

. = interior U e(€+Y) and A, =\,

§EE.

that is, Q. is the interior of the largest union of £(§ +Y)
cells fully contained in €2, and A. contains the parts from
the (¢ +Y) cells that intersects the boundary 9S).

The corresponding perforated sets are then, given by,

Qr=0.\S. and AF=Q\Q:.
The boundary of the perforated domain €27 is,
O =T5UT:;, where TS =00 N3S.
and
g =00\ If.

Thus, I'] is the boundary of the set of holes contained in (AZE.

In the perforated domain in Figure 2 below, the dark
perforated part is the set {2 and the boundary of the holes
contained is I'{ while the remaining part is the set A%, the
boundary of the holes contained being the I'j.
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Fig. 2. The perforated domain 2}
and its boundary 09} = I'§ UTY.

Lastly, let o, 8 € R with 0 < a < (3, and denote by
M(a, 8,Y) the set of N x N matrix fields

A= (aijhizijen € (LZY)MF,
satisfying
(A(y)A, ) = afA* and  [A(y)A] < BN,

forall A € RY and ae.inY.

The goal of this paper is to provide a corrector result
for the homogenization of the following quasilinear elliptic
problem (P):

— div(A®(z,u)Vue) = f in
u: =0 on I'g,
A% (x,ue)Vue - n+ V7 () h(ue) = ge () on I'§,

where n is the unit exterior normal to Q} and v is a real
parameter, with v > 1.

Let us denote by M the mean value of an integrable
function on O, given by

Mo (@) = ﬁ/@@(y)dy, Vo € LY(0).

Te(z) =T (g) )

g(%) if Mas(g) =0,
ge(x) = { .
eg (%) if Mas(g) #0,

We also set

and

Af(z,t) = A (g,t) , for every (z,t) € RV x R.

Suppose that the data satisfy the following assumptions:
Al. f, g, 7 are functions such that for every ¢,
() fe L3,
(ii) g is a Y-periodic function in L?(I5),
(iii) 7 is a positive Y -periodic function in L*°(955);
A2. his a function from R to R such that
(i) h is an increasing function in C'(R) such that
h(0) =0,
(ii) there exists a constant C' > 0 and an exponent ¢

withl1 <g<ooif N=2and 1 <¢q< N3 if
N > 2 such that Vs € R,
W (s)] < C(1+ |s]771);
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A3. A: Y x R — RY”, is a matrix field satisfying the
following conditions:
(i) A is a Caratheodory function and Y —periodic
for every t
(ii) for every t € R, A(-,t) € M(«,3,Y),
(iii) there exists a function w : R — R such that
a. w is continuous, nondecreasing and w(t) > 0

for all £ > 0,
b. |A(y,t) — Ay, )| S w(|t —t1]) ae. y € Y,
fort #t1 €R,
fi >0, li Lt +
C. Ior any r 1m —_— = Q.
Y "ehor ). w(t)

Now, for p € [1,400), we define
VP={peW'P(Q})|¢=0o0nT5}
and
Ve=V2,
which is a Banach space for the norm
lullyy = 1IVull o) Yue VP

The variational formulation (VF) of problem P is then
given by

Find u. € V; such that

A®(z,us)Vu: Vo dx + 57/ Te(z)h(ue)v doy

Q: Iy

= fo dz+/
Qr r

Under assumptions A1 — A3, the existence and uniqueness
of a solution for problem VF has been proved in [4].

ge(x)v doy,, VeV,

€
1

III. A SHORT REVIEW OF THE UNFOLDING METHOD

In this section, we briefly recall the main definitions and
properties of the unfolding operators under PUM, that we
need.

DEFINITION 1. For any Lebesgue-measurable function ¢ on
7, the unfolding operator 7_* is a function from L?()}) to
LP(Q2 x Y*), and is defined by

0] (5 E}Y +ay) , a.e.in ﬁs X Y*,
0, ae.in A, x Y.
PROPOSITION 2. [10], [12], [14], [15]

Let p € [1,+00).

1) T2 is linear and continuous.

2) TX(¢y) = TZ(@)T(Y) for every ¢, ¢ € LP(Q).

3) For w € LP(Q)),

T (w) = w

4) For all ¢ € L*(Q}) one has

g

T () (2,y) =

strongly in LP(2 x Y™*).

o) dr= | @) de— | o) de
Q: Q: Az

1
- * dz dy.
v | T deay
5) VT2 () (@, y) = €T (Vaud)(w,y) for every (z,y)
in RY x Y*
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6) Let ¢ € LP(Q) such that
¢ — ¢ strongly in LP(2).
Then
T2 () = ¢
DEFINITION 3. For p € [1,+oc], the averaging operator
U LP(Q x Y*) — LP(§2}) is defined as

w@w =g [, 0 (], e {2,) &

a.e. for z € Q} and,

strongly in LP(2 x Y™).

a.e. for x € AZ.

One has
u: ((I)|Q><Y*) =U: (P)

when ® belongs to LP(2 x Y*).
Some of the properties of the averaging operator are given
in the next two propositions.

PROPOSITION 4. [10], [12], [14], [15]
Let p € [1, +00].
1) U is linear and continuous.
2) U is almost a left inverse of T on 2}
3) For any ¢ in LP(Q),

16 = U (D)l Lo 2y = O-

4) Let w, be in LP(SXY). Then the following are equivalent:
() 72 (w.) — w strongly in LP(2 x Y*)
|we|P dx — 0,
Az
) e — 242 (@) ey > O

5
€

*
Qo

and

PROPOSITION 5. [10] For p € [1,400), suppose that p
is in LP(Q) and 0 in L>®°(Q; LP(Y)). Then the product
U (p)U:(0) belongs to LP(Q) and

Let us now define the boundary unfolding operator. Here,
we assume that p €]1, +o00[ and that 9S has a finite number
of connected components.

strongly in LP(2).

DEFINITION 6. For any Lebesgue-measurable function ¢
on 00 N 9S,, the boundary unfolding operator is defined

by
x ~
e e i QE 65,
st((ﬂ)(l?,y): QD(E{JY'FE?J)7 a.e ?n X
0 ae.in A, x 9S.

PROPOSITION 7. [10], [15] Let p € [1,00[. Then
1) T2 is a linear operator:

2) T2(¢y) = T2()TL (W) for every ¢,1) € LP(DS;).
3) Let ¢ € LP(DS) be a Y -periodic function.

Set ¢-(x) = ¢ (%) . Then
T2(6=)(,y) = ¢(y)-
4) For all ¢ € LY(DS.), the integration formula is given
by

() do, = T2 (6)(x,y) dada,.
i

elY| Jaxas
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5) Let ¢ € LP(0S:). Then
T2(p) — & strongly in LP(Q x 95).

IV. SOME KNOWN RESULTS

In this section, we recall the homogenization results as
obtained in [5], on which the corrector result will be based
upon.

THEOREM 8. Under assumptions Al — A3, let u. be the
unique solution of VF and ~ > 1. Then, there exists (ug, )
in Hy () x L*(Q; H,,,.(Y*)) with My (@) = 0, such that:

(i) T2 (ue) — ug strongly in L*(Q; HL(Y™)),
(i) T2 (Vue) —
(ii0) T2 (h(ue)) — h(ug) weakly in Lt(S; W=+1(dS)).

Case 1. If v = 1, the couple (ug, ) is the unique solution
in the space Hg () x L*(Q; H),,.(Y*)) with My« () = 0,
of the limit equation

| Al w)(Vuo+ V,8)(Vola) + ¥, %) dody

Vug + V,u weakly in L*( x Y*),

+|8S\Mas(7)/{zh(uo)¢ dx

=IY*I/Qf¢ d:c+\8S|Mas<g>/¢dx

forall ¢ € HY(Q) and V € L*(€ H;PT(Y*)).

Case 2. If v > 1, the couple (ug, ) is the unique solution
in the space Hj () x L*(Q; H),,.(Y*)) with My (i) = 0,
of the limit equation

| A0 (Tu+ 9,0 (Vo(w) + 9, ¥(.0) dody

— || /Q f6 di + |25 Mos(g) /Q 6 du

for all ¢ € Hy(Q) and ¥ € L*(Q; H),,.(Y™)).

COROLLARY 9. Under assumptions Al — A3, let u. be the
unique solution of VF. Then, if v > 1,

— Y]

Ue IY‘ Uo
where ~ denotes the extension by 0 to §).
If v = 1, the function ug is the unique solution of the limit
problem

weakly in L*(12),

||85|M35(T)h(lt(])

——Mas(9)

— div(A®(u)Vug) +

v
vl

UQ:O

05|
Y

f+ in Q

on 09.
If v > 1, the function vy is the unique solution of the problem

Y=, 195
Y1 Y]

— div(A®(u)Vug) = [+ ——Moas(9) in Q

UOZO

The homogenized matrix field A°(t) is given by

At = A(y, t)Vwa(t,y)dy, YA e RN,

1
Y1 Jy
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on 09).

where wy(y,t) = —xx(y,t) + A -y ace. in Y* and xx(-,t)
is, for every t, the solution of the cell problem

— div(A(-, t)Vxa(-, t) = — div(A(-, ) A in Y™,
A(,H)Vxa(t)-n=0 on 98,
xa(t) Y — periodic,

My« (xa(-, 1)) = 0.
REMARK 10. One has (see e.g. [13] for the details of the
computation),

N
(')uo

=2 X, u0(@) 5= (@),

i=1

u(z,y) = (1)

where ug is the one given in Theorem 8.

V. MAIN RESULT

First we recall a classical result that we need to prove the
main result given in Theorem 14.

LEMMA 11. [10] Let {D.} be a sequence of n X n matrix
fields in M(«, 8, 0) for some open set O, such that

D. — D a.e. on O,

(or more generally, in measure in O). If the sequence {(.}
converges weakly to  in [L?(O)|Y, then

liminf | D.(.(. dx > / D(( dx.
e—0 o o
Furthermore, if

limsup/ DECECdeS/DC(:d:C,
(@] (@]

e—0
then
/ D¢¢dx = lim/ D.(. ¢ dx,
o e—=0 Jo
and
C. — ¢ strongly in [L*(O)]V.

Next, we present a proposition which is also essential in
proving the corrector result.

PROPOSITION 12. Let v > 1 and suppose Mps(g) # 0.
Under the assumptions in Theorem 8, one has

T (Vue) — Vug + V@ strongly in L*(Q x Y*),  (2)
and
lim |Vue|? dz = 0. 3)
e—0 Ao
Proof:

We prove the case v = 1. When v > 1, the proof is similar
but the the nonlinear term in the boundary approaches 0 at
the limit.

By applying PUM,

f fue dx = T(f)
Q*

QxY*

— T (ue) dx dy,
] )

so that from Proposition 2-3) and Theorem 8§ convergence

(i),

ilg(l) o fucdx = ¥ g%[)XY* T (ue) dxdy
! fug dx dy
= — 0 .
|Y‘ QxY*
WCE 2016
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Since f and ug are just functions of x, one gets

gg% . fue dx* v /fuo dex. “4)
Also, from Proposition 3.5 of [10],
oS
/ ge(x)ue doy, = | |Mas( )/ ug dx. 5)
: Y O
Moreover,
5/ Te(x)h(ue)ue doy
1
= N T(?J)st(h(ua))ﬁ*(ua) dz doy,
|Y| Qx0S

from Proposition 7. Thus, one obtains from Theorem 8 (7)
and (4i7) that,
1
f (h(ue)) T2 (ue) dad
[Y] 50 (/SMS 7(y) 72 (h(ue)) 72 (ue) d gy>

_ |95
Y]
which yields,

lim <€/i Te(@)h(ue)ue d%)

_ |05]
Y

Now, using Lemma 11 with

D. = 7;*(/16(957%))

1951 Mos(7) /Q h(uo)uo dz,

(6)
— Mos(t / h(ug)ug dx.

and (. =T (Vue),
together with (4)-(6), one obtains

1

— Ay, u0)(Vug + V@) (Vug + V) dxdy
Y| Jaxy+

1
< liminf (/ T2 (A%(x,ue)VuVue) dx dy)
| | QxY*

e—0

1
<hmsup<|Y'/Q y TI(A® (x, ue) Vue Ve ) d:):dy)
<y

e—0

< lim sup A (x,ue)VuVue dr

e—0 Qz

= lim sup ( fv dx +/ ge(z)v doy,
Qz H

€0
—e7 /i Te(z)h(ue)v daz>

Y™ / 05| /
= dx + —M d
|Y| quo x |Y| 63( ) Quo 4

0S
198 s / h(uo)uo da
g o
1 R
L[ A w0 (Ve + V)
|Y‘ QxY=*

(Vug + V) dzdy,
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by choosing ¢ = ug and ¥ = w in the limit equation for
Case 1 in Theorem 8. Thus,

lim <1/ T2 (A% (x,ue)Vue Vue) do dy)
|Y| QXY™

e—0

1 ~ 7

= [ Al u0) (Vo + V) @

Y| Jaxy+

(Vug + Vyu) dz dy

which implies, using Lemma 11, the convergence given in
2.

On the other hand, from Proposition 2-4) and the ellipticity
of A®,

a/ |Vu|? de §/ A®(z,ue )VueVue dx
Ac A

= / A% (x,ue )VueVue dz

—ﬁ oy T2 (A% (2, ue)) TS (Vue )T (Vue) dxdy.

This, together with (7) gives the second convergence in (3).
|

REMARK 13. From the computations above, we have the
following convergence of the energy:

lim A®(z,ue )VueVue dx
e—0 Qx

1 N ~

= — Ay, u0)(Vug + V,0)(Vug + V,4) dzdy.

|Y| QxY*

Let us now have the main result in this paper, the corrector
result.

THEOREM 14. Let v > 1 and suppose Mgs(g) # 0. Under
the assumptions in Theorem 8, we have

N
0
Vue = o + 30 e o) (522

‘ O0x;
i=1 L2(Qz)
converges to Q.
Proof:
From Proposition 12, and Proposition 4-4), one has

Ve = U (Vug + V)| 2 gy — 0.

This together with Proposition 4-1),3) gives

IVue = Vug — Uz (Vuo) +UZ (Vug) — U (Vyu) | 12(q-
~ U2 (V) 2
+ [ Vuo = Uz (Vuo) | 120

< | Vue = Uz (Vo)

— 0.

Thus, from (1), Proposition 5 and the computations above,
one obtains

0
Vu, — Vug — < ZVyXeL y7u0( )) (;IZO>

i=1

* a'LL
+Us< Zvyxe Y, uo(z ))80>
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Zu VyXe, (Y, uo () UZ (gz(j)

L2(Qr)
Oug
< \% e ) -
< Z e (30 (@)) 5
* * auo
ZL{ VyXe, (Y, uo(x)))UZ (83@)
i=1 L2(97)
al Ou
+ || Vue — Vug — Zvael y7u0( )) axo
i=1 RS
— 0,
which yields the desired result. |

Remark: The case Mys(g) = 0 has been recently done in

[8].
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